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Some of the 3,000 unsold flats are now being used for isolation of newly
arrived passengers to Bangladesh  

Rezaul Karim
20 December, 2020, 11:25 am
Last modified: 20 December, 2020, 11:55 am

In 2010, Jahangir Alam booked an apartment in Uttara Rajdhani Unnayan
Kartripakkha (Rajuk) residential project spending all his Tk70 lakh savings. The
public employee was supposed to get his flat readied in 2016. But Rajuk handed
him over the property two years later in 2018.

Rajuk took up the residential project in 2009 on 212 acres of land in Dhaka's Uttara. Photo/Salahuddin Ahmed
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However, the flat on the seventh floor of the 16-storey building does not have the
basic amenities such as elevator, power, gas and water connections. Jahangir
Alam had been living at the apartment alone since his family members were not
willing to move in their "home, sweet home".    
    
"Every time I reach out to the Rajuk for electricity, they say it will come soon.
They also assure Wasa [Water Supply and Sewerage Authority] will begin water
supply quickly. But those are just hollow promises," Jahangir Alam told The
Business Standard.  

Apart from no utility service, he complained over the "terrible" fittings in the
apartment.

"The building had the lift installed, but it is now out of order. The floor tiles are
coming apart. Many fittings in the bathroom and kitchen do not work," said
Jahangir.      

Rajuk took up the residential project in 2009 on 212 acres of land in Dhaka's
Uttara. In 2010, the prime minister inaugurated the project to construct 240
sixteen-story buildings having a total of 18,732 apartments. 

The Tk9,030 crore project was scheduled to be completed by June, 2016.    



Rajuk so far has built 79 buildings with around 6,000 flats in "A Block". The
state-run Dhaka development authority could not specify the deadline to
complete constructions in "B" and "C Block" which will have a total of another
6608 apartments.          

In the "A Block", Rajuk managed to sell 3,000 apartments so far of the 6,000
units while the remaining flats are still unsold. Only 200 apartment-owners are
currently staying at their flats in the residential area. 

Some of the 3,000-unsold flats are being used for quarantine for the incoming
passengers to the country.        

According to the flat owners association, Rajuk sold each flat at Tk70 lakh. Of
the 79 buildings constructed in the "A Block" of the project, none of them has a
gas connection. A few buildings have water and electricity but not available to
all apartments. Although there are elevators in 47 buildings, they remain closed
most of the time. 

Photo/Salahuddin Ahmed
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Hamidur Rahman, president of the Apartment Owners Welfare Association, told
TBS that each flat was supposed to be 1,620 square feet, but they find the usable
part of an apartment is less than 1,200 square feet.

He said the buildings do not have any security measures since there is no
boundary wall.

"Outsiders often enter the buildings. The association held several press
conferences on these issues," he added. 

While contacted, the apartment project Director Abdul Latif Helaly and also the
chief engineer of Rajuk, told TBS that the project is ongoing. He said all the
apartments would soon get utility connections.     

"We had already submitted demands to Titas for gas connection to the
apartments. But it is not possible to provide it as there is a government ban on a
residential connection. Therefore, Rajuk has made arrangements for community
LPG in the flats where people are living."

Abdul Latif Helaly said he had not been in the project when the buildings were
constructed. The officials who were in-charge had retired.

On the security issue, Helaly commented the insecurity would go away once all
the flat owners would move into their houses.   

This correspondent approached Titas, Dhaka Electric Supply Company Limited
(Desco) and Wasa over setting up the utility connections. 

Engineer Ali Iqbal Md Nurullah, managing director of Titas, told TBS that they
are yet to get the ministry approval to provide gas supply there. 



In the meantime, Desco Managing Director Engineer Md Kausar Ameer Ali
shifted the blame to Rajuk's shoulder and said they would set up power network
underground in the area. But road construction is yet to be completed at some
places there.

Wasa Deputy Managing Director (Admin) Md Mahmud Hossain said some of the
buildings have already had water and sewerage lines, and they are now working
to bring other establishments under the network. 

State minister, MP's construction firms did the work 

Nazrul Islam, general secretary of the Uttara Apartment Owners' Welfare
Association, said construction firms of a state minister and a member of
parliament (MP) won the Rajuk housing work. 

"They built substandard buildings. And the flats are also in poor condition," he
alleged. 

Nazrul said the two firms have also got the construction in "B" and "C Block" of
the project. But they could not start the work so far. 

While contacted, Rajuk Chairman Md Sayeed Noor Alam said they could not
complete the work owing to numerous complications. 

Noting the work is now going on in "full swing", he said construction of all the
buildings would be completed by next year.
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Downbeat global economy doesn't mean disaster
Powerful forces raising fears of a broad recession will eventually dissipate. But there will be some bumps along the 
way

Austria: Guard killed in shootout near Vienna
Austria's Defense Ministry said a soldier argued with his superior, leading to the exchange of fire. Authorities are 
conducting a probe into the deadly incident

Forest shower
It is always calming to have a walk in the forest, to get back our spirits dissipated by the city life, to find a new 
meaning of life.

Choking Pakistan’s artery: A naval commando story
Leading submarine telegraphist Abdul Wahed Chowdhury was always so excited about his job. After all, when you 
are a submariner you immediately stand out from others.

India govt forecasts 2022/23 economic growth of 7%
India's economy is expected to grow 7% year-on-year in the financial year ending in March, the Ministry of 
Statistics said on Friday in its first estimate for the period. That would compare to 8.7% growth in the previous yea…
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During preliminary interrogation, those involved reportedly said the gold
pieces had previously been brought to Bangladesh from Abu Dhabi.
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Mercedes plans own international electric charging network
The German carmaker Mercedes-Benz has announced plans to build a network of fast-charging stations for electric 
cars in several of its core markets. It says they will be made available for drivers of any mark of car

BNP's top leaders are pro-election: Hasan
Information and Broadcasting Minister and Awami League Joint General Secretary Dr Hasan Mahmud today said 
many top leaders of BNP are pro-election. Noting that the top leaders of BNP have the desire to take part in the …

‘Plastic river!’
As much as 87,000 tonnes of single-use plastic products are discarded in Bangladesh every year which eventually 
make their way into lakes, rivers and the sea
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Customs intelligence officials have seized six egg-shaped gold pieces
weighing a total of 2.728kg and worth an estimated Tk4.91 crore, allegedly
being taken back to Abu Dhabi after failing to fetch the expected price in
Bangladesh.

The Customs Intelligence and Investigation Directorate (CIID) seized the gold in
two separate operations at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport yesterday (1
November), according to a press release issued by the agency.

Acting on a tip-off, CIID officials offloaded passenger Mohammad Minhaj from
Biman Bangladesh Airlines flight BG-127, which was scheduled to fly from Dhaka
to Abu Dhabi via Chattogram at 7:20pm.

With the passenger's assistance, officials recovered three gold pieces weighing
1.364kg.

Customs Intelligence and Investigation Directorate seizes six gold eggs in two separate operations at Dhaka airport
on Sunday, 1 November 2026. Photo: Courtesy



In a separate operation, customs intelligence officials recovered another three
pieces of the same weight that had been left in the airport's boarding bridge
area.

During preliminary interrogation, those involved reportedly said the gold pieces
had previously been brought to Bangladesh from Abu Dhabi. They allegedly
attempted to take them back after failing to secure their expected selling price in
the domestic market.

The six pieces had a combined weight of 2.728kg and an estimated market value
of Tk4.91 crore, the CIID said.

The agency is investigating the source of the gold, the roles of those involved,
possible smuggling networks and their international connections.

Legal proceedings in connection with the seizures are underway, according to
the press release.

The workers took to the highway starting 7am, bringing traffic to a
standstill and causing severe congestion and suffering for commuters.

TBS Report
02 November, 2026, 10:05 am
Last modified: 02 November, 2026, 11:01 am
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Garment workers once again blocked the Dhaka-Tangail Highway in
Gazipur's Kaliakair and Konabari areas and the Dhaka-Mymensingh
Highway in Telipara  and Salna neighbourhoods this morning (2
November), demanding higher wages despite the government's formation
of a wage board.

The workers took to the highway starting 7am, bringing traffic to a standstill and
causing severe congestion and suffering for commuters.

Ten platoons of the Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) were deployed at key points
across Gazipur to address the ongoing labour unrest and maintain law and
order.

The personnel are working alongside other law enforcement agencies to address
the unrest.

Protesting ready-made garment (RMG) workers block a section of the Dhaka-Tangail highway to demand a
minimum monthly wage of Tk30,000 in Gazipur on 2 November 2026. Photo: TBS



Workers were seen demonstrating in the Chandra, Palli Bidyut and Mouchak
areas of Kaliakair, setting fire to wooden logs and rubbish in the middle of the
highway. Carrying sticks, they took positions at several intersections.

Several factories, including Eco Garments in Chandra, posted notices declaring
holidays to prevent further unrest.

Police and other law enforcement agencies, along with riot-control vehicles,
remained on high alert at different points in the area.

Gazipur Deputy Commissioner Mohammad Nurul Karim Bhuiyan confirmed the
deployment.

"In view of the ongoing worker protests in the Gazipur industrial area, 10
platoons of BGB have been deployed to control the situation. Under the
leadership of 21 executive magistrates, they are working jointly with law
enforcement agencies," he said.

He added that precautionary measures had been taken to protect public and
state property and prevent harm to people's lives and property.

Protesting RMG workers block a section of the Dhaka-Tangail highway in
Gazipur on 2 November 2026. Photo: TBS

Protesting RMG workers block a section of the Dhaka-Tangail highway in Gazipur on 2 November 2026. Photo: TBS



Page 12 of 12

Workers have been blocking the Dhaka-Tangail and Dhaka-Mymensingh
highways in Gazipur for the past few days, demanding higher wages and other
benefits, despite the government's formation of a wage board.

Earlier during the protests, incidents of arson and vandalism were reported,
including fires at a police box, a factory warehouse and a police vehicle.

There have also been allegations that some leaders and activists of the banned
Chhatra League and Jubo League were involved in the violence
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